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It's been 20 years since the quixotic and worldsweary Louis Wu discovered the Ringworld. Now he

and SpeakertoAnimals are going back, captives of the Hindmost, a deposed puppeteer leader. With

Louis' help, the Hindmost intends to regain his status by bringing back such extraordinary treasures

from the Ringworld that his fellow puppeteers will have to be impressed. But when they arrive, Louis

discovers that the Ringworld is no longer stable-and will destroy itself within months. To survive, he

must locate the control center of the legendary engineers who built the planet.His quest becomes a

wild and gripping venture blended with the mysteries and spectacular technologies that only Larry

Niven can conjure.
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The Ringworld Engineers is the sequel to Ringworld. In Ringworld, Larry Niven introduced us to the

concept of a world made in the shape of an extraordinarily large ring encircling a star. In this book

he gives us answers to questions we might not have even asked about the Ringworld, but that

others apparently did. After the publication of Ringworld, Niven received numerous pieces of

correspondence from people offering helpful information about the details of how the Ringworld

would actually function. Niven took inspiration from the enthusiasm of those people and created the

Ringworld Engineers in part to publish the answers to important questions about the structure.

Around those answers he has created a thoughtful and engaging story that adds in a positive way to

the Ringworld legacy.The basic premise behind the Ringworld Engineers is that twenty or so years



have passed since Louis Wu and Speaker To Animals returned from the Ringworld. Since then,

Louis has withdrawn into a life of ascetic practices livened up by his addiction to current stimulation.

Speaker to Animals (who has earned his full name of Chmeee for the treasure he brought back from

the original Ringworld adventure) lives a prosperous life on Kzin having earned high status from his

Ringworld discoveries. The circumstance that brings Louis and Chmeee back to the Ringworld is

one quite familiar to them, but the situation they face upon arriving on the Ringworld is quite

different than when they left. The Ringworld is moving out of position around the sun and the only

way for Louis and Chmeee to find out how to fix it lies with the origins of the Ringworld Engineers.I

found the Ringworld Engineers to be engaging and interesting wholely apart from the original

Ringworld.
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